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Hello friends! 

SUPERBLOOM 

Last week my husband and I were in Oregon to visit our grandbabies … and their parents 😊. 

One morning we drove along the beautiful Umpqua River on our way to Crater Lake – it was, 

indeed, a beautiful sight to see.  However, the one thing that has really stayed with me was an 

area of trees that had been devastated by forest fires a year or so ago.   

Where the leafless, scorched tree trunks stood like tall black toothpicks, at their feet was a lush 

green and purple carpet of grasses and flowers where the sun streamed through the missing 

canopy. I was struck by the beauty of it. 

I couldn’t help but think of “beauty from ashes” and what looked to be an amazing visual of what 

God does in the fires of nature and our human lives.   

I did a little searching on the effects of forest fires and found an article* in which I could not help 

but see God’s hand in nature and relate it to us humans. Here are some portions, each one 

followed by my thoughts: 

• “Most people resist change, especially change they consider destructive…Fire can be 
damaging, and its effects certainly scar once verdant landscapes. But this destruction can 
also prove beneficial.”    

o Have you gone through a difficult time, walked through a fire, so to speak, even 
questioned God, and then come out grateful because you see growth you couldn’t 
have imagined and a closeness to the “God who sees” that came from having gone 
through the fire? 
 

• “Fire regime is important to maintaining forest and grassland health, even if it seems 
harmful at first glance.”   

o Can you see that in your life?  Replace “forest and grassland health” with spiritual 
health; the fires we face become important to who we are as God’s hands and feet.  
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• “Trees in fire-prone areas develop thicker bark in part, because thick bark does not catch 
fire or burn easily. It also protects the inside of the trunk, the living tissues that transport 
water and nutrients,” 

o Fire-prone areas make me think of missionaries in dangerous areas, pastors, and all 
believers who are truly following Jesus. We need the thick bark or Armor of God that 
protects what’s inside. 

• “Fire-induced sprouts.  This fire-survival strategy allows for the complete destruction of 
above-ground growth. Typically, species that regenerate by re-sprouting after they have 
burned have an extensive root system. Dormant buds are protected underground, and 
nutrients stored in the root system allow quick sprouting after the fire.”   

o Could the destruction of above-ground growth represent our surface stuff such as bad 
habits, lies that we have taken as truth, spiritual boxes we’ve built that we put all our 
Christian “Do’s and Don’ts” in?  Or maybe it’s not what is wrong, but could it be good 
things that hold the traps of pride or self-reliance that the Lord wants to burn away so 
the Christian will depend more on Him. 

Is your heart still painfully tender from the fire or do you hear the crackle of flames as they singe 
your heart?  Take hope… “Sometimes, post-wildfire landscapes will explode into thousands of 
flowers, in the striking phenomenon known as a superbloom. ‘One of the beautiful things about 
California fires is spending time in those areas as soon as you start getting rains,’ Dr. Stevens-
Rumann says. ‘There’s an abundance of beautiful flowers and vegetation that you only see after fire 
years.’” + 

My prayer is that we, the body of Christ, followers of Jesus, will exhibit the striking phenomenon of a 

Superbloom!  I believe there is an eagerness in people’s hearts to be just that - an abundance of 

beauty (grace, hope, peace…) only seen after the fire.   

With Grace & Hope Always - Amy 

*National Forest Foundation Issue: Summer/Fall 2017  Luba Mullen 

  

 

 

Email me at amahan@weag.org or call me at 804-774-4318.  ~ Amy 

          

https://www.nationalforests.org/our-forests/your-national-forests-magazine/summer-fall-2017
mailto:amahan@weag.org
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As we look to the summer months approaching, there is an air of excitement as we think of being 

outdoors again enjoying God's beautiful nature with the warmth of the sunshine and  all the activities 

of summer. As we look back, we have had a year of so many changes in our lives; many of us may 

feel that we have been stuck in our disappointments, lost dreams or even grief. It is important to not 

focus on what we may have lost, but to let go and move forward to a new page trusting God. 

     “Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning.” (Psalm 30:5) This verse is 

a great reminder that no matter how disappointed or sad we may feel, it will not last forever. As we 

think about the last year and a half of change, disappointments, and isolation, we have a mixture of 

emotions. But we do not have to let those emotions remain in grief or fear of the future. We can 

choose to trust that God has our best interests at heart, our lives are under control, and He has good 

plans for our future. God is always up to something new, and the life that awaits us is more important 

that the life behind us. This is a great scripture to hold onto:  

 “For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, do not fear; I will help 

you.” Isaiah 41:13 

 

 

 

 

 

When we got married, we were poor graduate students. We decorated the church with ice 

candles we made using crayons and milk cartons, had handmade bridal and bridesmaids’ gowns, and 

thought we were generous by serving cake, punch, mints, and nuts in the church basement.  

We set $100 aside for our honeymoon, which was to consist mostly of camping throughout 

Kentucky. We borrowed a friend’s car (an old Rambler) and an umbrella tent and set off. When we 

were in Nicholasville, KY, we thought we saw a cheap place to stay (since the weather was not 

supposed to be good for camping that day), but it turned out it wasn’t a motel. On leaving the parking 

lot I discovered that I could not shift the car, which had the shift on the column. I was glad to see that 

we were across the street from a Texaco station, but the mechanic was out for lunch. When he 

returned, he was able to get the car into second gear and across the street to begin work on it at 1 

PM. He was an older man named Bob, who worked on the car all afternoon and was still working on it 

God Stories 
From Ed Perozzi 

Words of Encouragement  
from Betty Anderson 
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at 7 PM. We could see our honeymoon ending right there with no money (and probably a big debt), 

so we sat on a nearby wall and prayed.  

I prayed (and I am not sure how this number popped into my mind) that the amount would be 

less than $20.  It even seemed a bit foolish for me to pray that, given that the mechanic had already 

worked pretty much non-stop for 6 hours. In fact, Rhoda told me later that she prayed silently “Lord, 

let’s not be ridiculous, but if You could just make it that we would have enough to pay the bill, that 

would be great!” It seemed obvious to her that an amount less than $20 would be too low to expect.  

The mechanic worked until 10 PM that evening and then about another hour the following morning.   

When we got the bill, we could hardly believe the amount - only $18.00!! The mechanic said 

that a weld had broken in the steering column, and he had to take out the part and send it to a shop, 

which charged him $5 for the weld. So, he worked for about 11 hours on the car for a little more than 

$1 per hour. Even in those days (1972) that was a ridiculously low amount for a mechanic. We still 

have the $18 bill in a picture frame to remind us of this special provision from God.  

But that wasn’t the end of the story. Three special things happened after that. First, we were 

driving home at the end of our honeymoon when we both felt strongly that we should pick up two 

guys who were hitchhiking. We were so full of excitement about what God had done that we told them 

the story of how God had provided. When  we finished, they told us that they were auto mechanics, 

and that they made more for one or two hours work than we paid. (Remember that this was when 

skilled labor earned more than many white-collar jobs.) 

The second thing God did was to set our marriage on a good footing. Rhoda often says that 

she realized from that moment that she could trust me to listen to God and trust Him for miracles. 

Finally, the icing on the cake came when about 5 years later we were living not very far from 

Nicholasville, KY. So, we decided to try to find the mechanic and thank him for his kindness and tell 

him how God had used him to bless us. We drove to the station and found the place easily, but it was 

no longer a Texaco station, it was a Mobil. When someone came out to ask what he could do for us, 

we explained that we needed to find the older mechanic who had worked there when it was a Texaco. 

He said that he had opened the station 25 years earlier as a Mobil station when he was only 18 and 

that he had never hired a mechanic who was older than himself. He was quite emphatic. So, did God 

send an angel named Bob and put him in a Texaco station as “the man who wears the star”? If so, we 

can’t wait to get to heaven to meet an angel named “Bob”! 
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We are meant to live in community, to share life’s ups and downs and learn from each other as we 

journey on. Most recently it has been so exciting to see each other face to face.  Journey with us.   

Here are some journeys from the last newsletter and some to come.  Click here to check out the 

Community 50+ page on the WEAG site.   

 
• "Under the Portico, BYOL (bring your own lunch)" April 12.  A gathering of our 50+ members 

enjoying lunch and conversation outside.  Pastor Bob sang our favorite hymns and after lunch, we 

enjoyed playing a few games of bingo and catching up with our friends after a long Covid hiatus.   

• "A Zoom Conversation on Caregiving," led by Lillian Wiberg and Gwen Davenport.  The 

discussion focused on the importance of "living one day at a time" when you are a caregiver.  If 

you are interested in joining this compassionate and informative group email thesanctuary@weag 

• "Zoom and Grow with Pastor Marilyn and Paul DeFoggi" April 26.  An exciting discussion on 

redemptive perspectives and responsible living in the second half of life.  

• "Zoom and Grow with Pastor Dave DeMasters" May 12.   His topic this time was 

"Forgiveness".  He shared biblical verses on forgiveness and the process of forgiving. The 

process is: Believe, Confess, and Repent which leads to the Fruit of Repentance.  You can watch 

this conversation and many of other Zoom and Grow events from the WEAG 50+ website. 

• • "Pastor Shane Schlesman answers questions" June 10.   Pastor Shane was the guest speaker 

at the luncheon for June.  He answered tough questions that are of interest to our 50+ 

community.  The number one question was...  "Is the choir coming back?"  Pastor Shane 

answered emphatically that he cannot wait for the choir to return and YES, the choir will be back.  

Right now, they are looking at Sept. 2021 for the return of the choir. 

 

July 15th, Thursday in the Gym – Summer Get-Together 
 
Community 50+ is hosting a summer-themed dinner on July 15th in the Gym.  The 

topic of conversation for this event is,  “The Eagerness In People’s Hearts.”    

Stay tuned for an email from Amy with more details and RSVP instructions.   

 
 

Happenings with the Community 50+ 
From Sally Klimko 

https://weag.church/ministries/seniors-community-50plus-ministry/
https://weag.church/ministries/seniors-community-50plus-ministry/
mailto:thesanctuary@weag
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“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

In 1844 a young Irishman, Joseph Scriven, had completed his 

college education and returned home to marry his sweetheart. As 

he was traveling to meet her on the day before the planned 

wedding, he came upon a horrible scene—his beautiful fiancée 

tragically lying under the water in a creek bed after falling off her 

horse. 

Later, Scriven moved to Canada and eventually fell in love again, 

only to experience devastation once more when she became ill 

and died just weeks before their marriage. For the second time, 

this humble Christian felt the loss of the woman he loved. 

The following year, he wrote a poem to his mother in Ireland that 

described the deep friendship with Jesus he had cultivated in 

prayer through the hardships of his life. 

The poem was published anonymously at first under the title, 

“Pray Without Ceasing.” Ten years later, he finally acknowledged 

this well-loved text had been written by him and his friend, Jesus. 

In 1868, attorney Charles Converse set the text to a tune and 

renamed it “What a Friend We Have in Jesus. 

Instead of thinking God was punishing him, Scriven cherished 

God’s friendship through all of this hardship—a friendship he 

discovered in prayer. 

May we learn that our relationship with God will grow the same 

way—in prayer. 

 

 

Lyrics 

What a friend we have in Jesus 

All our sins and griefs to bear 

What a privilege to carry 

Everything to God in prayer 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit 

Oh, what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness 

Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 

 

The Backstory of Hymns 
From Barbara Cameron 
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As more States are either relaxing or eliminating restrictions due to lower Covid positivity rates and 

rising number of people vaccinated, now is the time to reevaluate what you want to do.  Think of what 

fun for you would be. 

 

Here are a few suggestions to make your life more fun, engaging, inviting, and being involved: 

 

- Gardening. You can do by yourself or with a friend(s). Or join a Gardening Club. 

- Dance Classes. Zumba, line dancing  (there are several types),ballroom dancing, or whatever 

you prefer 

- Volunteer Work. Hospitals, community/charity organizations, day care centers (children or 

adult), hospice, libraries, etc. 

- Fishing 

- Camping. Tent, cabin, RV, hotel 

- Family Tree. Interview family, obtain pictures, create your lineage, record older family 

members for their stories, DNA.  

- Cooking Classes. Teach, join, or form your own cooking class. Zoom your class.  Share 

pictures on Facebook 

- Girls/Guys/Couples Night-out. Restaurants. Movies, museums, hiking, jogging, exercising, 

card games, rotating going over each other houses 

 

Life is precious. Enjoy your time on earth. Family and friends are important. Especially 

grandchildren. Smile more. Give out more compliments. Help someone in need. Know where you 

stand with the Lord. Count your blessings. Love and be loved. Remember you are beautiful and 

wonderfully designed by God. Believe in yourself. Blessings are all around you. 

Until next time! 

 

 

 

 

Suggestions for a Healthy Life 
From Gwen Davenport 
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Grease pie pan bottom, dust with flour 

Mix egg, sugar, butter, vanilla, fold in flour and baking soda 

Spread dough in a greased pie pan and cover with sliced apples 

Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes (or less)  

Brush cake top with topping mixture 

Return to oven, bake another 15 minutes till done 

Test with toothpick ,(insert and comes out clean) 

 

God Bless!!願上帝祝福你！ 

Jane Ching 夏璟安 

 

 

 
 

 

1 egg 

1 or 2 apples, sliced 

1 (or less) cup of sugar 

4 TBSP butter, melted  

1 cup BREAD flour 

1 tsp baking soda 

1 tsp vanilla 

Topping mixture 

1 egg 

3 TBSP melted butter 

3 TBSP sugar 

1 tsp cinnamon 

 

Newsletter contributors:   

Amy Mahan, Barbara Cameron, Sally Klimko, Jane Ching, Rhoda and Ed Perozzi, Betty Anderson, Gwen Davenport 

 

Ching Apple Cake 
from Jane Ching 
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